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ARENA:

This is an interview with Mr. Russell Earl Harrison.
Mr. Harrison's residences--both are legal--one in
Whittier, California, and one in Dinuba, California.
We are now in the San Joaquin Gardens in Fresno, California.
Today's date is October 22, 1971, Arena interviewing.
May we begin, Mr. Harrison, by asking you precisely how you
are related and connected with the President and his family?
HARRISON:

My first wife was Elizabeth Milhous. In 1912, I made
$4,500 and Elizabeth and I went to Santa Ana [California] on the q.t. and were married. Her Grandmother [Elizabeth Griffith] Milhous, who was ninety years old,
saw it in the paper and spilled the beans.
[Laughter.]

ARENA:

Would this grandmother be •

Frank Milhous' mother. She saw it in the paper, and
she said, "Did you know that Russell Harrison was
married?" I was at the dinner table at the [A.
Clifford] Johnson's and they liked to fell over backwards.

HARRISON:

ARENA:

That must have been some surprise.

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

That was an elopement . . .

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

• . . in every sense of the word. And what did
happen as a result, when they found out and you were
there?
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HARRISON:

Well, when they took that attitude, Elizabeth told
her father and he said, "Well, the deed's done. You
tell Russell after church tomorrow I'll stop up there
with my old Overland and let him pick up his bed and weIll walk."
He told me to pick up my suit, and so forth, and I went down and
I lived at Milhous' for a day or two.
[Francis Anthony] Frank
Nixon, who was Hannah's [Milhous Nixon] husband, wanted me to
come out and work for him.
ARENA:

Where was he working at the time?

HARRISON:

Yorba Linda [California].

ARENA:

He was in Yorba Linda, with the lemon ranch.

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

What year was that?

HARRISON:

That was 1913, it was '12 when we were married.
this thing going?

ARENA:

Oh, yes.

HARRISON:

It was in November.

ARENA:

In November. Anything else you want to say about
that episode of the elopement? No hard feelings
with Mr. Frank Milhous about that?

HARRISON:

Not one bit. The Johnsons took some exception, but
when they saw how nicely we were fixed up they were
very agreeable after that.

ARENA:

If I may ask, who were the Johnsons?

Is

HARRISON:

A. C. Johnson. His wife [Susan H.] was the sister
of my father.
She was an aunt of mine, and she
taught in Whittier College for a good many years,
part of the time for nothing. Johnson was a banker and he helped
start the Whittier National Bank in Whittier [California]. And
also, I might mention that I was one of eight boys and one sister,
and I thought they had enough to take care of without me, and I
came to California when I was fourteen years old.

ARENA:

From where?

HARRISON:

Indianapolis [Indiana], Irvington, where we lived.

ARENA:

Do you recall the reason for the move from Indianapolis to California?

HARRISON:

I thought I had a better chance financially, and I
thought my folks had too many kids.
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ARENA:

Eventually, how many did follow you out to California, and were you the first one of the family like
that?

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

Later.

HARRISON:

No, no. No, my uncle, Clifford Johnson, came out
for his health. Oh, he'd been out here ten years
before that.

ARENA:

What did you do at the age of fourteen when you came
out here?

HARRISON:

worked at anything I could do.

ARENA:

Were you attending school, also?

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you remember the schools?

But my uncle came out here for his health.

HARRISON:

Oh, yes. He didn't give me any spending money, but
he let me crack second-cull walnuts, and if I got
them out whole I got an extra pittance for it, and
I sold 'em down at Lamour and Hamilton, who were the candy store
men for a good many years there.
ARENA:

Lamour and Hamilton, and that was the company.

HARRISON:

Yeah.
Before and after school. I'd get up early in
the morning, and after I come home from school I'd
crack those nuts, because the more I cracked the more
money I'd make. And then to make my way around the house I'd
shake the rugs and do odds and ends. And then the next year I
said I'd had enough of that, and in the meantime I'd stashed
away eighty dollars, so if I couldn't get along where I was, I
thought maybe I'd go up to North Dakota and work in the wheat
fields.
But I made it out very well. And Whittier College was
a small college and I met some mighty fine friends there.
Earl
Sharpless, who was a chum of mine, was a star basketball player,
and they had the state championship one year.
ARENA:

Were you in athletics yourself, Mr. Harrison?

HARRISON:

No, I was always working; I was always trying to make
a dime. And then I grew trees, orange trees. That's
how I made that money that I got married on.

ARENA:

Did you keep your money, if I may ask, in a bank, or
in a secret spot somewhere at home?
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HARRISON:

No, my father-in-law had a piece of ground out there
and his own son didn't want to fool with it, but I
liked farm work and I went out there and made it go.

ARENA:

Would this son be Ezra [Charles Milhous]?

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

How would you describe, from your recollection, all
that you can say about him, the President's grandfather, Franklin Milhous?

HARRISON:

Words fail me to state my admiration for him. He
was a good church man. He was a good businessman.
He was a good family man.

ARENA:

Let me ask you if you could do this: Think of some
examples that would indicate that he was a good
church man, that he was a good businessman, that he
was a good family man. Try to think of some particular instances
to illustrate these main characteristics. It would be helpful
from the standpoint of history. Did his farming prosper? Was
he not taken over, we'll say, by other shrewd businessmen? Was
he known for his honesty as well as sharpness in business dealings?
HARRISON:

He wasn't a sharp dealer. He was an honest dealer,
and he never covered up anything. Everything was out
in the open, and his business deals culminated to his
advantage more than once on account of his good character and
honest dealings.

ARENA:

Can you think of instances where if any loans or any
contracts came up, it was his word alone that would
be enough, and was that a custom in Whittier, say,
during his time? Now, of course, everything is "sign on the
dotted line."

HARRISON:

He helped a good many relatives. He was instrumental
in getting his brother Charlie [Charles wright Milhous]
out here, and his brother Jesse [Griffith Milhous].
And Charlie was a first-class businessman, and he managed to
accumulate, I would say, three hundred thousand dollars worth of
citrus in East Whittier [California].
ARENA:

This would be about when, Mr. Harrison? You don't
have to remember the exact year, but around the turn
of the century?

HARRISON:

Oh, no, later than that. I would say around. . • •
It started around '15. 1915. In one instance there
in East Whittier, he bought a ten-acre piece of
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walnuts, and he grew citrus trees, and he planted that ten acres
out to trees and kept it two years and sold it and made quite a
bit of money out of it. That was just one instance. And there
were other places where he made money by buying land and selling
it.
ARENA:

This would be Charles [Wright Milhous] now, Mr.
Franklin Milhous' brother?

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

Right.

HARRISON:

But Franklin Milhous was sociable ._

ARENA:

• • • as well as a good farmer, as well as sociable,
as well as a good businessman.

charles was more business right straight through.
But Mr. Franklin

HARRISON:

Yes. At his table, which was about twenty or twentyfive feet long, it was always full. We had two kinds
of meat, two or three kinds of pie, and for Sunday
dinner I could eat dinner at Johnsons and go down there and fill
up.

ARENA:

Did he have the tendency to invite outsiders, say
other relatives?

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

As well as people who weren't relatives, too.

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

Did he ever seem to indicate any disappointment over
having so many girls and not so many boys, as farmers
needed labor all the time--and I don't suppose that
maybe you can answer--the girls did much heavy work out in the
fields, or did they?
HARRISON:

No, I wouldn't say that. He was very proud of his
girls. And the girls were all fine people, and they
were all up and coming, and a delight to be with.

ARENA:

I understand he was also very fond of music.
you discuss that?

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

Mandolin?

HARRISON:

Well, anyhow, he could play that and he had a real
good bass voice, and he could peal things out that
made you sit up and take notice.

Can

He had a little hand organ.
Concertina?
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ARENA:

How often would he do that?
Sunday?

Did he do this every

HARRISON:

Oh, no, just on special occasions, and the more
people that gathered in his home, the better he
liked it, in a social way.

ARENA:

How was he from the standpoint of being a good religious man? Did he preach, or was it a question of
his being an example to people? How would you describe his religious success here, because you speak very highly
of him in those terms?

HARRISON:

I think he was just naturally that way, just had
such a nice. • • • His brothers, especially one, were
just the opposite. They always called him Frank. He
was always sociable and pleasant. You liked to talk to him
socially and be in his company.
ARENA:

Were there any particular subjects that he liked to
discuss that come to mind, say politics, business,
music, religion, anything in particular? Or did he
just like to talk and discuss things in general with whomever it
was?
HARRISON:

He was a staunch Republican. And back in those
days, the Aldrich Tariff was the main standard
pushed by the Republicans, and the Democrats wanted
free trade. If you're to protect the American workman you had
to have a protective tariff, and that's why I'm a Republican
myself.
ARENA:

In other words, one of the main issues that divided
Republicans and Democrats then was the question of
the high protective tariff, and he was very much in
favor of the protective tariff and would discuss it. That was
one of the things that came up in discussions.

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

How about the girls? Did any of this interest in
politics rub off on them? Did they discuss politics,
say, your wife, Elizabeth [Milhous Harrison], the
other girls, such as Hannah [Milhous Nixon], the President's
mother?
HARRISON:

Well, my wife was extremely sociable. She was just
a little bit on the obese side, but it didn't bother
her too much. She was jovial and liked to whistle,
and she was certainly a pleasure to have around, sang in the
choir.

ARENA:

Did she play any musical instruments, too?
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HARRISON:

Well, she played the piano some, but her sister
Jane got all the money for. • . • She was sent East
to Cincinnati [Ohio] to the school of music, and
Elizabeth didn't get it.

ARENA:

That would be now Mrs. Jane [Milhous] Beeson, who
lives in Lindsay [California].

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

I believe you were mentioning earlier, before we
turned the tape on, an incident concerning your
wife's firstborn son and what Hannah's role was in
that connection. Would you mind going over that again for historical records? This would be the question of the premature
birth.
HARRISON:

I always wanted up-to-date things, especially out
in the country, and there was no inside conveniences,
so I proceeded to dig a cesspool myself, and it was
rock down in there.
So I lowered a stick of dynamite down in
there and had Elizabeth crank the handle, got down and took a
chance on getting out.
I dug sixteen or eighteen feet and I
struck a nice pocket of sand, so I stopped right then and fixed
up the facilities, and it's never had to be taken care of since.
That's one little item there that I can remember. But at the
back stairs I didn't have steps in there.
I was going to put
cement steps in and I had a box sitting down there, and she
stepped on the edge of the box and fell and hurt her back, and
the baby came right away.
It happened he was born in the
[Francis Anthony] Nixon house. It was down closer to town, so
we took her down there.
ARENA:

This would be the house in East Whittier.

HARRISON:

No, this house was in Yorba Linda.

ARENA:

In Yorba
born then?

HARRISON:

He was born in Yorba Linda.

ARENA:

And the year?

HARRISON:

1913.

ARENA:

Around the same time as the President.
I see.

HARRISON:

She was so well thought of. with this blood poisoning
she was very, very ill. The street car had a new
line, the Pacific Electric [Railway Company] running

When was Russell Harrison, Jr.,

Same year,
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out there. And Betty Foss thought so much of her that they got
the railroad, the Pacific Electric, to set out a boxcar, and we
put my wife in that boxcar and they took it up to Whittier at
the road closest to the Milhous place. Then they stopped the
car, and the Times man came down. He had two mules, delivering
the Times, and he picked her up and took her to the [Franklin]
Milhous place on Whittier Boulevard. She was very sick. We
didn't think she'd live. But she spread sunshine wherever she
went.
ARENA:

This was your first wife.

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

And how did Hannah help the baby?

HARRISON:

She took care of him.

ARENA:

And she nursed him, as well?

HARRISON:

Yes. Richard was six months older. Richard had a
whale of a voice. You could hear him cry; you could
hear him a mile. And now he still has a good voice.

ARENA:

What instances do you remember, of your own recollection, about Richard, the President, as a young
boy?

I was married to her for seventeen years.

HARRISON:

I've never known him to get into a fight, like young
kids do. I never heard of him getting into any kind
of a fight, and yet he was able to hold his own.
The main thing I remember about Richard. • . . He was in our
home there quite frequently and he used to play Caroms. He'd
take his fingers and just aim and aim and aim at a carom. Of
course, if it happened to hit the rubber stub, he'd jump out of
that chair and drop on the floor and kick his feet.
[Laughter]

ARENA:

What is a carom, Mr. Harrison?

HARRISON:

A carom board is a board about this big. It has
rubber pegs, about six or eight of 'em right around
in a little circle and there's a hole in the center.
You have red and green pieces and you shoot 'em like that, and
there are circles around. If it ends up in the inner circle it's
generally worth twenty-five [points], the next circle is worth
maybe ten or fifteen. You take and knock 'em all out.

ARENA:

You flick your fingers, your thumb and another finger,
like that.

HARRISON:

Yeah, like that. And you had to hit those caroms,
and some fellows are crackerjacks at that.

ARENA:

It wasn't too easy, but when you did do it, it would
be quite exciting.
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HARRISON:

Well, sometimes you'd hit right next to the curb
and you hit the peg and the thing goes on the floor
and then you have to pay a penalty.

ARENA:

Was that a game that a person bought or that you
made yourself?

HARRISON:

Yeah, four could play it.

ARENA:

Would you buy the board or make up the game yourself?

HARRISON:

Oh, there were rules for it.
[Sir
Hoyle had
a rule of games, allover.
I learned to play Chess
through Hoyle.

ARENA:

Did you ever play Chess with Richard?

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

Or did you play any games with him, that you can recollect, including cards?

HARRISON:

We'd play Authors, and that's how I learned about
[Alfred] Tennyson and all those.

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, regular card playing was forbidden or frowned upon, I imagine, or was it?

HARRISON:

No, I never played cards because they always wanted
to play Poker.
I came out on the train one time and
the fellows were bound and determined that I was
going to play Poker. And I said I wouldn't play Poker; I'd just
as soon cut off my toes, and I never did. But I like to play
Chess, even today.
That's my only vice.

ARENA:

Do you recall any other experiences or happenings
that you attended, such as maybe when Richard graduated from elementary or high school, or any of his
public speaking appearances before the political period? Do you
recall any of that?
HARRISON:

I can remember, I had a ranch up in the valley.

ARENA:

Here in California somewhere.

HARRISON:

Yes.
I always liked to drive horses and hold the
line tight. And so Richard came up. He was, oh,
around ten, maybe twelve, I don't know. He always
wanted to eat a rabbit. He'd never eaten a rabbit.
So my boy
got a hold of a rabbit, killed a rabbit some way or other, I
don't know how. Maybe he had a rifle or something; I don't
remember. Anyway, Junior [Russell Harrison, Jr.] had seen me
skin a rabbit.
So the two sat on the back porch. You have to
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slit the rabbit from the tail on down and you pull the skin
right off. Well, Junior was showing Dick how to do it.
[Laughter] Dick got sick. He said, "I don't want to SEE a
rabbit again! NEVER! NEVER 1"
ARENA:

And he didn't eat it, either.

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

I've never seen that, either, myself, to tell the
truth. Is that the regular way to do it, or a
particular way?

HARRISON:

Yes. You just cut the back, cut the skin, pull it
right down. You cut the head off first.

ARENA:

I see.

HARRISON:

Russell had done it.

ARENA:

He had seen it

HARRISON:

He'd seen me do it.

it didn't bother him.

ARENA:

I see. So there was no rabbit for Dick to eat that
time. Is there anything in the way of your recollecting his interest in music? Did you ever hear
him perform when he was taking lessons?

HARRISON:

Oh, yeah, he liked to play the violin and he was
interested musically.

ARENA:

Were you ever at any of the annual get-togethers in
the [Franklin] Milhous home when the President was
there also?

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

And do you recall if he was called upon to do anything in front of the family?

HARRISON:

Yeah. We went out there at the home they bought on
Harbor Boulevard, Beach Boulevard, I guess it is.
They had this big gathering. I've got the picture
of it down home. I can show you the picture of it.

ARENA:

Fine.

HARRISON:

Did you ever see that picture?

ARENA:

Not that particular one. I was thinking more in the
home of Grandfather Franklin Milhous, if Richard was
old enough at that point to attend, and then later on
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in the horne of Grandmother Almira [Milhous], even after Grandfather was dead. When these annual reunions were held, did he
perform for all the relatives?
HARRISON:

Not so much.

ARENA:

You don't recall that in particular.

HARRISON:

No, I don't recall that. The main ones was when
they bought that place out on Beach Boulevard. It
was a big house and it was just fine to entertain.
I think that was when he won a seat in the Senate.

ARENA:

I see. What about Richard, the President, and his
father? How did they get along?

HARRISON:

He and his father got along, but the oldest boy
couldn't get along at all. You take me and my
father. I couldn't get along with my father. That's
one reason I carne to California. He was all right. He was a
good, intellectual fellow, but he didn't see things. . • • I was
always farmerish, wanted to get out in the country.
ARENA:

And yet you did get to college.

HARRISON:

I got two years in college.

ARENA:

What were you specializing in, or were you just
getting a general liberal arts education?

HARRISON:

I wanted to go up to [University of California]
Berkeley. I wanted to go up and take an agricultural
course. My uncle was on the Board of Trustees of
Whittier College, and he said you go to Whittier College first
and then you can go up there. I said, "I'm not going to spend
ten years of my life going to school 7 I'm going to get out and
get to work."
ARENA:

May I ask who your uncle was?

HARRISON:

Clifford Johnson.

He did me a world of good.

ARENA:

In what respect?

Good advice in general, or .

Well, my father was a second-generation Englishman,
and Englishmen are strict. They tell you once and
that's the end of it. And I don't like that way.
But my Uncle Clifford would say, "Well, we could do this, or
that. "
HARRISON:

ARENA:

Did Uncle Clifford have children of his own?

HARRISON:

No, he never had any children. That's the reason
I thought I could get along better out there.
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ARENA:

And you lived with him until the time you got
married?

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

Living in Yorba Linda must have been pretty rough,
too.

HARRISON:

When they [Frank and Hannah Nixon] started that
store, I helped them build that store out there on
the corner, and

ARENA:

Excuse me; this would be the store in East Whittier.

Yeah, he changed my way.

HARRISON:

Yes.
I was with him when he bought that corner. He
went allover small cities, looking for a site. And
Frank had good judgment. He bought that acre in
there from the Leffingwell Ranch, and he built this little gasoline station on the corner, and then he started in with a few
groceries, and then they bought the old East Whittier church and
moved it in there.
ARENA:

Do you recall how that was moved?
that time?

Were you around at

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

No one up to now has described that. Would you describe it to the best of your ability, how much he
paid for it, as well?

HARRISON:

He didn't pay very much for it. They were glad to
get rid of it. They didn't have the movable dollies
that they do now. Of course, East Whittier wasn't
even paved in those days. They moved it right across the street
and put i t right in place; wasn't very much of a chore to do it.

ARENA:

Do you remember on what they rested it when they
moved it? On what was it resting when they moved it
across the road like that?

HARRISON:

I just think it was an oil road, and they just got
a permit to move it; that's all.
I can't remember
that they had to move any wires.

ARENA:

Do you recall what part of the store that comprised?
Was that the store itself? Did it include the
living quarters when they moved it over? What did
they use that particular building for?

HARRISON:

No. They had a house. They built a house there.
Here was the store and here was the house.

ARENA:

Were they joined together or were they separate
buildings?
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HARRISON:

Well, I think they had a little walkway; they could
walk right across there. I just kind of halfway
remember it. But Hannah would get up at 4 o'clock
in the morning, because I had a dairy and I delivered milk out
there. And many a time. • • • She took the old apples and made
apple pies out of them and sold them for 75 cents apiece. They
were big, and she sold everyone she could bake. That's how
she worked.
ARENA:

And yet, this never seemed to make her bitter.

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

In later years, do you recall?

HARRISON:

No. As I said, Frank was a good manager, and they
made several good buys. They bought a place at the
top of the hill up there. What was the name of that
hill, in back of the college? What was the name of that hill?

ARENA:

Philadelphia Street runs up there, but it's something
else besides Philadelphia Street.

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

Isn't that where a sister lived, or right in that
neighborhood, a Martha [Milhous Gibbons] who was the
nurse?

HARRISON:

Yeah. She didn't live up there, but she lived right
at the foot of the grade there. That was Martha
Gibbons. She and I were chums.

ARENA:

Mrs. Mildred Gibbons Fink, who was her daughter,
lives in Lindsay [California]. I had the pleasure
of meeting her yesterday.

HARRISON:

She's got another daughter [Edith Gibbons Nunes],
and they sold that house they had, made a nice sum
on it. And I don't know where the other daughter
lives. The other daughter has one boy named Jeff [Geoffrey
Carle Nunes]. He rode up to the ranch from Whittier with me
one time, and he says, 'Uncle RUss, I feel like something's going
to happen. I feel like something's going to happen." I said,
"How do you feel?" He said, "Well, I just feel like something's
going to happen." I said, "Well, it's not going to happen with
me, so just forget it." And he turned out to be a doctor, and
he's a
of Stanford university [Palo Alto, California]. I don't know where he's practicing now, but he's married
and has two or three children. I must ask Mildred where he is
now. But he went to Stanford and made the grade.
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ARENA:

Mr. Harrison, do you mind if I ask your opinion on
this: The fact that the Milhouses and a person like
yourself, a Harrison, brought up on farms, did a lot
of work on farms, and yet the children have had a college education, including the farmers themselves.
I'm thinking of the
daughter, Hannah, who went to college for a while, and the
daughter who became a nurse.
Is there any particular reason
why so many were able to get a college education? Do you think
it was the parents who were mostly responsible for guiding them
in that area, or was it the community, the Quaker community as
a whole that made a college education almost the same thing as
going to church?
HARRISON:

I think the Quaker influence had something to do
with it.

ARENA:

The fact that the [Whittier] Academy, first, and
then the [Whittier] College, were built at the same
time the community was built.

HARRISON:

Yes. And the college graduates turned out well,
most of 'em. I don't know of a bad fellow in the
whole bunch.

ARENA:

Usually you think of, especially in other countries,
only the children of the rich can get a college education. But that wouldn't hold true in that particular community. They weren't the richest people, necessarily.

HARRISON:

The girls didn't graduate from college. They went
some. The family life was very wholesome. I was
down there every Sunday, pretty near, when I was a
young kid, and I know, and they were just born good.

ARENA:

Is there anything about Richard as a young boy, the
President, that you haven't mentioned yet, that comes
to mind, say in sports, or when he was working in the
store? I understand he used to buy the fruits and vegetables in
the Los Angeles [California] market. Did you ever go with him,
by any chance?
HARRISON:

No.
I was in the milk business.
milk.

ARENA:

I furnished them

[Interruption] Was there something about the President delivering milk for someone? Was that you?
Did he have a milk route, do you recall? Maybe this
was in Yorba Linda, rather than in East Whittier, and I'll tell
you who brought that up, Mr. [G. Hoyt] Corbit.
I understand
he worked for Mr. Frank Nixon in Yorba Linda. His first name
was Hoyt.
HARRISON:

Yes, I know him; I know him.
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ARENA:

He mentioned something, but didn't know all the
details about this milk delivery route.

HARRISON:

well [Laughter], Frank had a very good cow who gave
a lot of milk. And he sold that milk around to the
neighbors, and that's the only way I think Richard
would be • • •

ARENA:

You don't remember too many details about that.

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

Anything else that I haven't brought up about the
President that comes to mind?

HARRISON:

Well, let's see.
horses.

ARENA:

Was that done by the other boys around that time?
Do you recall anything about the accident in which
I understand he received a pretty bad gash?

I never saw him drive mules or

HARRISON:

Yeah. The Anaheim Union Ditch came around in an
arm, like that, and there was a road right along
the top where the zanjero used to ride. I came
down there once, and Hannah was all excited. She said Richard,
in going around that ditch, wiggled around and fell out and cut
his head. Well, she was just scared to death. Maybe Frank was
over on the George Kinsman place working, but anyhow she
couldn't.

BEGIN SIDE II TAPE I
ARENA:

Let me ask you, Mr. Harrison, about your recollection
of the President's father, Frank Nixon, as a trolley
car conductor. What do you recall about that?

HARRISON:

Well, he was a motorman. Now, wait a minute. He
was a motorman, ran the car. And Leslie Seamans was
the conductor. That's the way it was, because he
was a motorman in Columbus, Ohio, before he came out.
ARENA:

Did you ever ride in the car where he was the motorman?

HA.RRISON:

Well, he'd married and gone to Lindsay. Frank said,
here Father [Franklin] Mi1hous came up with all the
family, and he said all they had was one squawky
old hen, so Hannah said she killed that squawky old hen and that
was all they had for dinner.
ARENA:

For the whole family.
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HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

What did he do up in Lindsay, and why did he leave?

HARRISON:

Well, you see, Frank Milhous was interested in
citrus. And that's what got me started. And he did
very well with it. Back East on the farm he raised
all kinds of nursery trees, cherry trees, apple trees and that
kind of thing.

ARENA:

Did you ever visit the farm in Menges Mills, Pennsylvania? IS that the one back East?

HARRISON:

Yes, I've been there. That was Frank's. The other
farm was down in Vernon, near Vernon, South Indiana,
near the Ohio River, and I've been down there.

ARENA:

Is this Frank Nixon or Frank Milhous?

HARRISON:

This is Frank Milhous.

ARENA:

Right.

I was thinking about Frank Nixon.

HARRISON:

No, I didn't ever know Frank Milhous. I might have
seen him, but I didn't ever know him consciously,
personally, at all, I don't believe. I remember
Richard's uncle, Ernest [Leland Nixon].

ARENA:

Would you describe him, from the best of your recollection, Frank Nixon's brother, Ernest Nixon, from
Pennsylvania?

HARRISON:

Yes. He was with Pennsylvania State University,
and he raised potatoes, and he made scads of money
raising potatoes.

ARENA:

Did you and he get to talking about some of these
things? What was the successful thing about raising
potatoes?

HARRISON:

I don't know, but he got in there something, and he
sold potatoes by the carload. That was his specialty.

ARENA:

Now, you knew the two brothers. How were they alike
or unlike, from your recollection?

HARRISON:

Frank Nixon was very hot-tempered. Ernest was not.
Then he had another brother [Walter Wadsworth Nixon] •
I can't think of [his name]. He had three girls.
He and Frank couldn't get along at all. But Ernest and Frank
got along; he could get along fine. But Ernest was very successful. He didn't die until, oh, three or four years ago, now.
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ARENA:

Just after the Inauguration, I believe, Dr. Ernest
Nixon.

HARRISON:

Yeah. But he was very success ful, and a different
type from Frank. Frank was a little bit like me,
he suffered from hypertension. That's what Dean
Acheson died with. Did you read that?
ARENA:

I didn't realize that was the cause.

HARRISON:

Yeah.

ARENA:

Did that get Frank into any trouble, because of his
hot temper, or was it something people expected and
didn't pay much attention to, or did they?

HARRISON:

When he said something, he meant what he said. And
he had a thirty-two revolver right on the shelf in
his grocery department, and he said, "No one robs
this store when I'm within reach of that gun."

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, did anyone ever try, or had he
ever been robbed?

HARRISON:

No, sir.

ARENA:

How do you think that sat with the other Quakers,
by the way, this idea of keeping a loaded revolver
there?

HARRISON:

Well, you read about it all the time. Somebody
comes in and wants you to hand over the money. But
Frank never let anyone get it out of him that way.

ARENA:

If I'm not mistaken, Mr. Harrison, you are a birthright Quaker.

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you think that part of Frank's problem was that
he was a stranger and not a Quaker when he came
into the community? Did that create any problems
that you can recollect? You kind of palled around with him,
as I recall. Do you think that made him the way he was, or was
he that way j,ust as a part of his personality?
HARRISON:

I think it was part of his personality. He did a
lot of good on the side. There was a Walker boy
that was clubfooted, like this, a neighbor. He
knew a doctor in Los Angeles that he got acquainted with, and
this fellow whose name was Ernest Walker, young walker, run the
lumber yard. He says, "You let me have that boy [George Walker]
and ! 11 see what I can do with him." And Frank took that boy
over there and that boy walks today; had a clubfoot.
I
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ARENA:

And Mr. Frank Nixon took care of that.

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

Someone else mentioned this, but no one seems to
know too much about it; maybe you do: That Frank,
along with someone by the name of Cox, used to tutor
boys in some reform school, on the side. Do you know anything
about that?
HARRISON:

That was Griffith Milhous. That wasn't Frank at
all. Griffith Milhous; he was [worked] in the
Plains field Reform School. He played in the band;
he was head of the band there, and he had some disciplinary
things he had to do.

ARENA:

Do you recall Frank ever helping out with Sunday
school, or anything like that, with these boys or
any boys?

HARRISON:

Yes, he taught a Sunday school class.

ARENA:

Do you think it might have been for any of these
boys from the reform school?

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

You don't recall anything like that?

HARRISON:

No, no.

ARENA:

Did you teach Sunday school yourself, by any chance?

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

Were you surprised that Frank did?

HARRISON:

I was on the boat, going down to the Caribbean, and
some of them said, "Mr. Harrison, could you lead
this service today?" I said, "I couldn't lead myself;
there's no preacher in me." And everybody just whooped and
hollered.

ARENA:

Did you ever attend one of Frank's Sunday school
classes out of curiosity?

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

Did you ever meet anyone who talked about it?

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

What type of a Sunday school teacher was he, I wonder?
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HARRISON:

He was all right.
I went with him. • • • They took
me back to Washington, D.C., when Dick was nominated
for Vice President, and he had bursitis, very painful, comes in your joints. And they took me along because I get
along with Frank Nixon better than anybody else. That was the
reason they took me along, invited specially. And if somebody
bumped his elbow, he'd turn around and say, "Oh, you darn fool.
Why don't you pay attention to where you're walking?" A lot of
fun in Frank, too.
ARENA:

And yet, there's an old saying, opposites attract.
Certainly Frank and Hannah were opposites from the
standpoint of their personalities.

HARRISON:

Yeah.

ARENA:

They say that Hannah was the peacemaker.
your experience, too?

HARRISON:

Yeah.

ARENA:

where there would be arguments, she would be the
one to try to calm and sooth the waters.

HARRISON:

I got along fine with Hannah.
any trouble.

ARENA:

Was there ever anything to the story that he just
missed buying land with oil on it? Do you know anything about that?

HARRISON:

Yeah, I was with him.

ARENA:

Is that right?

Was that

Oh, yeah.

Gee, I didn't have

would you relate that?

HARRISON:

I was with him, and we went down to Santa Fe Springs
[California], and he says, "Russell, I've got a
chance to buy this five acres in here. Oil is coming
and it might go on this piece."
"Well," I says, "Supposing you
got that land in there, then what? A bird in the hand is worth
two in the bush." But if he had bought it. . • . They're pumping on that land today. I think he'd have been a millionaire
if he had bought that land.

ARENA:

IS this where he bought, instead, the grocery store
in East Whittier, that site at the Leffingwell area?

HARRISON:

Yeah. I took him when he was feeling real bad up
to the hot springs, southeast of Whittier.

ARENA:

Is this here in California?

HARRISON:

Yeah. And we stayed all night at this sanitarium,
and the fellow says, "Now gentlemen, what kind of
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liquor do you prefer?" Frank says, "I wouldn't want that old
dog stuff for nothing. I don't want any, even to look at it!"
He was just like me; I don't, either.
And he never did. Another interesting story--maybe
you know the facts behind it--[Interruption]--the
idea that he didn't like eating in the basement of
the East Whittier Friends Church, or any church. Is there anything to that, that he didn't like having banquets in the
church? He said that was no place to eat.

ARENA:

HARRISON:

Well, I don't remember that, but I took care of
the meals in the Quaker church there for three
years.

ARENA:

But that never came up, so far as you know.

HARRISON:

No. No, he never said anything about that. I
made the church three thousand dollars, and someone
said, "We're not in here for money; we're in here
for charity." And I said, "When I do it, we have to make money."
And I made three thousand dollars. I went and bought potato
peelers. And I wanted to get on the good side of all the kids,
so I bought two great big plates that I could cook a hundred
and twenty hamburgers at once, and I invited all the Friends
kids to come, and I think fifteen showed up.
ARENA:

That must have been disappointing.

HARRISON:

Yeah.

ARENA:

Were you aware of, and what do you know about the
fact, that Frank and Hannah and Harold [Samuel
Nixon] are all charter member founders of the
Lindsay Friends Church? Were you aware of that?
HARRISON:

Yeah.

ARENA:

Mrs. Jane Beeson showed me a brochure where their
names are listed as charter members.

HARRISON:

I went with Frank Nixon up there and we built a
house for Harold. Harold was, oh, tremendously
bullheaded. His folks did EVERYTHING for that boy.
And we went up there. I built him a house. We built that
housebehinda couple who had a tubercular boy.
ARENA:

That might have been in Phoenix, Arizona. Was that
in Arizona? Or Tuscon, where the President went one
year, and they had a kind of carnival, and he would
help sell tickets and earn money?

HARRISON:

Oh, he took the prize.
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ARENA:

Were you there during that time?

HARRISON:

No. But anyhow, they told Harold NOT to go out at
night. He was twenty years old, and it was for
his own good. And this other boy would take him
out, there were some girls around, and they went out to have a
good time. And his father told him, he said, "You're not
allowed to go out at night; no question about it." Well, he
couldn't help it, he said, "1 1 m going to go anyhow, whether
he wants to like it or not." If Harold would have stayed and
would have done what his folks wanted him to do, he would have
been alive today, but he wouldn't do it.
ARENA:

For a while, Hannah had to leave the family and
take care of him outside.

HARRISON:

Took him up to Acton [California], and I was up
there two or three times. If he had played ball,
he'd be alive today, but he wouldn't do it.

ARENA:

Do you recall anything about the Presidentls working
around the store?

HARRISON:

Oh, yeah.

ARENA:

And his handling of business? Was he interested in
the business part of the store, himself?

HARRISON:

Oh, yeah; Richard--there's nothing fantastic about
him. He's always been matter-of-fact. I wouldnlt
say that he was bad-humored; he wasn't bad-humored
at all.

ARENA:

He was always serious, as far as you recollect?

HARRISON:

Yes, serious as a boy.

ARENA:

Did he seem to be more mature for his years, and
did he seem to get along well with older people,
as well as the people of his own age?

HARRISON:

Yeah.

ARENA:

How about this idea that he was always with a book
in his hand? Was that true, or did he go out and
play with the boys, that sort of thing?

HARRISON:

Oh, he was natural; I never thought about him being
TOO studious.

ARENA:

You don't think he was TOO studious, or you think
he was?

HARRISON:

No. live always described Richard as a man without
a taint--that isn't the word. But as a boy he was
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grown up. He was. He never was in trouble.
giving us trouble ALL the time.

Some boys were

ARENA:

You don't ever recall the father having to discipline him.

HARRISON:

Never.
of it.

ARENA:

You never saw it, anyway.

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

Mr. Harrison, is there anything else you would like
to add, as we bring this interview to a close here?

HARRISON:

I'll tell you one more thing.

ARENA:

The more the better.

I don't think he ever did.

I never heard

HARRISON:

When Elizabeth and I went to Yorba Linda that
time. • • . I always liked cows. I had cows, you
know, I had a dairy. If I could get a calf and
raise it and get a real outstanding cow, I'd sure like it.
Frank bought a good cow and I liked her. When she come fresh
she'd give a whole bucketful of milk. So Frank had to go do
something else and he asked me to milk that night. And so I
milked that cow, got a whole bucketful. And their kitchen
sink came around like this and here was a swinging door, right
here. Well, Hannah always liked to talk to me, and I was
standing over here, and the bucketful of milk, clear full, was
right there. Frank come in there and slammed into the door
and the whole bucket of milk went on the floor. He said,
"There you are, standing around talking! Why aren't you ever
doing something?" It was dark outside. Elizabeth said, "We're
not going to stay here, even tonight. He's not going to talk
to you like that. Old rub-a-dub-dub, not going to do it."
Oh, Ward Holland had a place on the top of the hill out there.
See, Yorba Linda was all hills and nothing on 'em, mustard.
Ward Holland had a place right on top of a hill, on two-by-four
stakes, four of 'em. And I asked Ward what he wanted to rent
that for. He said, "Oh, just go on up there." So I had one
of these folding beds, and Elizabeth and I went up there and
didn't stay at Frank Nixon's that night. And in the middle of
the night one of these old Santa Anas--do you know what a Santa
Ana [wind] is?--blew that house down on the side, like that,
the wind was so strong. But we made the best of it and stayed
there anyhow.
ARENA:

It would have been something to have seen Frank's
expression when he saw the milk allover the floor.
That would have been something.
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HARRISON:

Oh, yes. Of course, I was sorry about it, as far
as that was concerned, but if he hadn't come
slarnmin' in it wouldn't have gone on the floor.

ARENA:

That could have been the end of the friendship
right there. Was that forgotten the next time you
saw him?

HARRISON:

Yeah.

ARENA:

Did he laugh about it when you saw him again?

HARRISON:

Yeah. He used to have Patsy and Lucy and a beautiful horse in the middle. But Patsy and Lucy cultivated those hills out there. He sent me over
there to irrigate and then we'd have to run a gooseneck around
and I'd go over it with those horses.

ARENA:

Do you recall the boys, including the President,
working in the fields themselves? I'm wondering,
Richard, you know, picking beans there at Yorba
Linda, and things like that?
HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

You don't recall anything like that.

HARRISON:

No. Of course, I sold my place out there. I worked
pretty hard and got it all up in good shape. My
father was a contractor, and I had tools. I can
work with tools pretty well. And like that house business up
there. I could go up there and pick that house right up; build
a house, as far as that's concerned. You know, you talk to
somebody, your mind rolls around and rolls around and rolls
around. But on the whole, that was a good experience for a
young fellow.
ARENA:

If we could just philosophize for a moment, how
can you account for a young boy like that, growing
up on a farm and becoming President of the united
States--in the twentieth century? That a farm education and a
farm upbringing can make the person become the head of a very
industrial, very wealthy country?

HARRISON:

Frank Nixon was smart; he was smart. And Hannah
was studious. And they lived in that community
where everybody had to work. You couldn't go
around to one of these places where they get help. You go
one place and they say, "I don't like your work. I'm going
some place else." They didn't do it. Then you'd get somebody
out from Los Angeles and they'd stay with you; you'd get something done. I'm out here right now, down here at the ranch,
working, because I don't get any adequate help at all. And I'm
seventy-nine, just about.
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ARENA:

You don't maintain any cows out there now.

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

I do know that there are dairies in this area.
There is one, it seems right by the airport,
Hernandez Brothers. And that's where I stopped to
get directions to your place, as a matter of fact.
It seems
like a very large dairy.
Do you recall why Frank Nixon did
leave Yorba Linda? Was the place just not making out like he
expected?
HARRISON:

He bought a yellow clay place, close to town.
I
would never have bought that. The place I bought,
I bought [river] bottom land. Bottom land is good
soil; things will grow.

ARENA:

Do you think that this just indicates that Frank
was not as much of a farmer, had not had as much
farming experience?

HARRISON:

He's not as much of a farmer as I am.

ARENA:

But as far as running the store, and the general
store, he was correct in making a move from farming
into that market.

HARRISON:

Yeah.

ARENA:

He really made out better.

HARRISON:

Yeah.

ARENA:

Well, I've taken up quite a bit of your time, Mr.
Harrison.
I really appreciate it, and I thank you
for history's sake, here.

HARRISON:

Well, those were days.
scrapple canyon days.

ARENA:

Hard scrapple canyon days.

HARRISON:

You're held in to the wall. You got to get up and
make it go or else you lose your shirt.

ARENA:

California on the whole has done pretty well, agriculturally. Is that because it had good land to
begin with, or good opportunities that people took
advantage of?

HARRISON:

People that come out here and want to farm are
tenacious.
It's in their system or they couldn't
do it. You got to stick to it. If you get your

I call them hard
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head bumped, you can't stop just because you get your head
bumped; you got to keep goin'.
ARENA:

Of the various people who have come to California,
we'll say from Japan, from Mexico, from China,
from Indiana, would you say that there's a particular group that was unusually good at farming, that each
group that has bad farmers and good farmers, or was there one
group that stands out among these various immigrants into
California?

HARRISON:

I think you'll find--not that I'm
Quaker--that the Quaker stock has
reliable. live never let anybody
I don't care how big he is; that doesn't make

ARENA:

a hard-working
a tendency to be
run over me.
any difference.

Did this ever get you in trouble with your pastor
or some fellow Quakers who .

I've never been in trouble with ANY of my pastors,
never. I was out with Willard Trueblood; he was an
older man. I've been out with him, going to county
fairs and all that. Visited his relatives down there. I went
over when he was first inaugurated [installed] as pastor of the
First Methodist Church in Glendale [California]. I went over
for the services.

HARRISON:

ARENA:

That's very interesting, because he was a personal
friend. You helped to dedicate that Methodist
church.

HARRISON:

Yeah.

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, did Quakers and Methodists
get together in Yorba Linda to build a church together? I believe that came up in an interview.
Do you recall anything like that? Or whatever did you know
about that?
HARRISON:

The Quakers would have done it, but the Methodists
were jealous.

ARENA:

How about the relations in Whittier itself, as
far as working together? Did that come out, in
your experience?

HARRISON:

I happened to be on the finance committee of the
church and I got clear out of it, because my uncle
was head of the building committee that built that
church, and very sincere people went around to various architects around the country and asked them about earthquake
construction.
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ARENA:

Now this is the First Friends Church in Whittier,
the main, big brick building.

HARRISON:

Yes.

ARENA:

Right.

HARRISON:

I gave some money for that. My uncle gave a lot
of money. He gave the money for the organ, too.
And it's built like the Rock of Gibralter, if
there ever was one built. So they come up and said, "Well,
there are a lot of earthquakes all around.
It's going to fall
in on everybody." I said, "I f this goes down, there won't be
anything left of Southern California, because it's built with
eighteen-inch H-girders, not elbow girders, but H-girders. I
saw them put in there, and it's got a steel arch clear around,
and the roof COULDN'T fall in, and they're going to tear it
down. And they want to raise six hundred thousand dollars.
So I said, "Well, if you just can't listen to reason, I'm
getting out." I'm still on the committee this year, but I
don't go down.
They could never pay it out in the wide world.
All they had to do was to recondition that.
They could recondition it. But that soured me, i t soured me on Whittier.
ARENA:

Yet Whittier still is the main center of the Quaker
church in California? Is that where the main
annual Yearly Meeting still continues to be held?

HARRISON:

Well, it kind of lost its prestige.

ARENA:

It has?

HARRISON:

Yes.
For instance, we were getting down there a
thousand dollars a month for their--what do you
call i t when they meet together?

ARENA:

Yearly meeting?

HARRISON:

No.

ARENA:

Monthly meeting?

Con-something.

Where they get together.

HARRISON:

No, it isn't a monthly meeting. It's a meeting
they have to have once a week. It isn't a prayer
meeting, but it's on that order. I can't think of
the name of it, but they were getting a thousand dollars a
month out of that, that's twelve thousand dollars a year.
And they LOST that because--shall I tell the rest of it?
ARENA:

Well, personal business like that really doesn't
tie in with the President. The only reason I did
bring it up, of course, is that the President is
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a Quaker and is officially enrolled in the East Whittier
Friends Church. Just to complete this, where are you
officially enrolled, Mr. Harrison?
HARRISON:

I'm enrolled in Whittier.

ARENA:

The one in the city, not East Whittier. As you
know, the President is in East Whittier Frie nds
Church, where he was as a little boy.

HARRISON:

I want to show you something along that line.

ARENA:

Thank you very much.

